
Highlands County Boards and Committees

AFFORDABLE HOUSING ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Charge (as per Code 5.4-37(d)): The affordable housing advisory committee shall review the 
established policies and procedures, ordinances, land development regulations and adopted local 
comprehensive plan of the county and shall recommend specific initiatives to encourage or facilitate 
affordable housing while protecting the ability of the property to appreciate in value.

Member Organization Exp. Date Email
Susie Whitlock Teeple Bank of America 30-Nov-11 Susan.teeple@bankofamerica.com
Wendy Larson (Alt) Seacoast National Bank 30-Nov-11 wendy.larson@seacoastnational.com
Robert Saffold Retired 30-Nov-11 none
Jim Upchurch (Alt) Retired 30-Nov-11 jimupchurch@comcast.net
Michael J. Rowan Avon Park Police Department 30-Nov-11 mrowan@avonparkpolice.com
Vacant Alt 30-Nov-11
Douglas A. Walz 30-Nov-11 doug@walzco.com
Robert Puzey (Alt) 30-Nov-11 RLPuzey@strato.net
Selvin McGahee Florida Non-Profit Housing 30-Nov-11 fnph@earthlink.net
Robert P. Horne (Alt) Good Tomato Enterprises 30-Nov-11 gtomato@hotmail.com
Larry Shoeman Avon Park Housing Authority 30-Nov-11 avonparkha@embarqmail.com
John D. Hawthorne, Jr (A Habitat for Humanity 30-Nov-11 jhawthorne@habitathighlands.org
Blanca Llano Heartland Workforce Board 30-Nov-11 bllano@heartland-workforce.org
Cheryl Sharp (Alt) Heartland Workforce Board 30-Nov-11 Csharp@heartland-workforce.org
Vacant Reg (for profit provider)
Vacant Alt
Jeannie Butler Realtor 30-Nov-11 Jeanne@realestatecorp.com
Vacant Alt
David Noel Organization Development Services 30-Nov-11 dnoel1@coba.usf.edu
Vacant (Alt)
Jimmie Fuller Sunshine Inspections 30-Nov-11 jimmiefuller@yahoo.com
Vacant (Alt)

HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Charged (as in Code 5.3-31 (b)) The initial members of the commission shall be appointed by 
the board of county commissioners for staggered terms: 4 professionals, 3 lay members for four year terms.

Member Organization Exp. Date



Anne Reynolds 6.30.2014
John Skipper 6/30/2013
Harold Brown 6/30/2011
William Swann 6.30.2011
Buddy Mckenzie 6.30.2012
Keith Hunnicutt 6/30/2014
Dr. Catherine Cornelius 6.30.2014
Marguertie Skipper Member Emeritus Lifetime

Janice McCarthy
Commissioner Stewart

HOSPITAL DISTRICT BOARD  
Charge (As per Chapter 61-2232, Laws of Florida) Members appointed by BCC for 4-year terms.

Member Organization Exp. Date
Susan Donaldson Heartland National Bank      5/25/2014
VACANT 1/22/2013
Selvin McGahee Florida Non Profit Housing 1/1/2014
Warren Hall MCI 12/23/2013
Susan Compton Compton Realty 8/25/2012
Mary Foy County Liason
Bert Harris Swaine & Harris

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY/ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
Charge (As per Section 159.45 Florida Statutes) Each of the authorities is constituted as a 
public instrumentality for the purposes of industrial development, and the exercise by an authority 
of the powers conferred by ss. 159.44-159.53 shall be deemed and held to be the performance of 
an essential public purpose and function.

Member Organization Exp. Date
Susie Bishop Atlanticblue Group 2/20/2013
Ronnie Carter Century 21 Advanced 2/20/2012
Fred Jahna Jahna Concrete 2/20/2014

Clifford Rhoades Attorney at Law 2/20/2014

John Shoop Highlands Independent Bank 2/20/2012
Wade Taveniere Heacock Insurance Group 2/20/2011
Red Bohanon Bohanon Ranch 2/20/2011
Paul McGehee Glades Electric Coop. 2/20/2011
Jeff Mechlin EMBARQ 2/20/2012



Norman Stephens South FL Community College 2/20/2014

911 COUNTYWIDE COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 
F.S. 365.171 To review the existing communications systems of Highlands County and make 
recommendations for updates and changes to help Highlands county develop a long range plan for 
their communications systems.

Member Organization Exp. Date
Rick Helms BCC n/a
Bonnie Gregg HCSO n/a
Phil Williams LPPD n/a
Russell Morris SPD n/a
Jason Lister APPD n/a
Swen Swenson COUNTY FIRE DESIGNEE n/a
J.P. Fane HCSO/911 Coordinator n/a

PUBLIC SAFETY COORDINATING COUNCIL 
as per (FS 951.26) Assess the population status of all detention or correctional facilities owned or contracted by 
the County, or the county consortium and formulating recommendations to ensure that the capacities of such   
facilities are not exceeded.Such recommendations shall include an assessment of the availability of pretrial 
intervention or probation programs, work-release programs, substance abuse programs, gain-time schedules, 
applicable bail bond schedules, and confinement status of the inmates housed within each facility  
The PSCC shall consist of: state attorney, public defender, chief circuit judge, chief county judge, correctional 
officer, sheriff, state probation circuit administrator, county commissioner, pretrial release, director of local 
substance abuse treatment program, representatives from county and state jobs programs and other  
community groups who work with offenders andvictims, chairperson will be the county commissioner.

Member Organization Exp. Date
Steve Houchin State Attorney
Bruce T. Carter Public Defender
Barbara Stewart County Commisioner
Anthony Ritenour County Judge
David Langford Chief Circuit Judge
Yvonne Fernsler Correctional Officer
Susan Benton Sheriff
Ted Roberts Probation Parole

CONSTRUCTION LICENSING BOARD           



Charge (as per Section 4.7-51 of Highlands County Code of Ordinances) License county 
qualified contractors and specialty contractors; enforce all state and local laws as related to the 
construction industry; hear appeals of decisions and interpretations of the Building Official and 
consider variances of the technical codes; hear grievances and complaints; impose disciplinary 
action upon locally licensed contractors through powers as set forth by the County Commission.
Consists of 7 members - appointed for 4 years - composed of 4 contractors, 1 of whom must be a
general contractor, 2 members at large from the public, and 1 member at large from the building 
industry.  Alternates shall be one member at large from the building industry and one member at 
large from the public.

Member Organization Exp. Date
Eric Longshore Regular 3/30/2012
Clarence Polston Regular 3/30/2014
Steve Hall Regular 3/30/2014
Charles Dorman Regular 3/30/2013
Andrew Kaltz Regular 3/30/2012
Dawn Balsamo Alternate 3/30/2012

Regular 3/30/2014
William Ringo Alternate 3/30/2012
Myllion Webster Regular 3/30/2013
DANGEROUS DOG HEARING BOARD
Charge (As per County Code of Ordinances 4.5-28 Ord. No. 97-26 ss 1)) To conduct hearings to
determine if there is sufficient cause to classify a dog as dangerous.
Appointed by the Board of County Commissioners for one year terms.

Member Organization Exp. Date
Jack White Citizen 3/16/2011
Monica Griffith Citizen 3/16/2011
Larry Jernigan Veterinarian 3/16/2011
John Young Veterinarian 3/16/2011
Melissa Fiorito Highlands County Humane Society 3/16/2011
Alt - Bill Jernigan Veterinarian 3/16/2011
Alt - Wendell Anderson Veterinarian 3/16/2011
FIRE SERVICE TASK FORCE COMMITTEE MEMEBERS

Member Organization Exp. Date
Vacant Venus Fire Dept. n/a
Mark Fortier; Chief Placid Lakes Fire Dept. n/a
Vacant Desoto City Fire Dept. n/a



Vacant West Sebring Fire Dept. n/a
Vacant Sun 'N Lake of LP Fire Dept. n/a
Danny Holmes; Chief Leisure Lakes Fire Dept. n/a
Vacant/Alternate Sun 'N Lake of Sebring Fire Dept. n/a

HIGHLANDS COUNTY LIBRARY ADVISORY BOARD

Member Organization Exp. Date
Lucy Derkman District 1 W
Sue Rood District 2 W
Marilyn Jacobs District 3 W
Debra Worley District 4 W
Margaret Dewey District 5 W
Ann Hartsfield Avon Park W
Merry Cresswell Lake Placid W
Guy Maxcy Commissioner W
Mary Myers Director W

HIGHLANDS COUNTY EXTENSION ADVISORY COUNCIL
Member Organization Exp. Date
Dr. John Alleyne County Extension Director no
April Butler 4-H Agent no
Dianne Jacobson Urban Hortculture Agent no
Tim Hurner Citrus Agent no
Tom Andrews Farm Bureau no
John Gose Citrus no
Ann Hardy Natural Resources no
Bert Harris Jr. Highlands County Business no

Rick Helms County Liaison no
Donna Howerton School Board Member no
Loisa Kerwin Natural Resources no
Jeanne Parks Natural Resources no
Darlene Phypers Commercial Horticulture no
Ray Royce Highlands County Citrus Growers no
Joseph Schaefer District Extension Director no
Mason Smoak Citrus no



Edgar Stokes County Liaison no
Mike Waldron FNGLA no

HIGHLANDS COUNTY HEALTH FACILITIES AUTHORITY
Member Organization Exp. Date 
Patrick A. White  Riverside National Bank 2-Jul-12
Gene Polk Heartland National Bank 2-Jul-11
H. Wayne Harris  2-Jul-13
Vicki Spires Countrywide Mortgage 2-Jul-11
Christi Burrows  2-Jul-14
Mary Foy County Liason

HIGHLANDS SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Member Organization Exp. Date
Audrey Vickers - Seat #1 Elected Supervisor 12/30/2014
John Causey - Seat #2 Elected Supervisor 12/30/2012
Ida Jackson - Seat #3 Elected Supervisor - Secretary/Treasurer 12/30/2012
Gary Gossett - Seat #4 Elected Supervisor 12/30/2014
Jimmy Wohl - Seat #5 Elected Supervisor - Chairman 12/30/2012
Charlie Filler Supervisor Emeritus

INSURANCE COMMITTEE  
To review existing and proposed group health insurance issues and make recommendations to 
the Board of County Commissioners for a fair and effective employee health plan.

Member Organization Exp. Date
Vacant County Commissioner N/A
Eric Zwayer Tax Collector N/A
Mike Andres Property Appraiser Rep. N/A
Bob Germaine Clerk of Courts Rep. N/A
Joe Campbell Supervisor of Elections N/A
Marcia Lee Sebring Airport Authority Rep. N/A
Dusty Johnson Citizen N/A
Cheryl Gelinas BCC Employee Rep. N/A
Johanna Feickert Retiree Rep. N/A
Barbara Lyons Insurance Specialist N/A
John Minor Human Resources Director N/A



Sherri Bennett Risk Mgmt. Coordinator N/A
Danielle Gilbert BCC Employee Rep Alternate

LAKE ISTOKPOGA MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
Address Lake Istokpoga management and provide public comment to the Highlands County Board 
of County Commissioners, the Lake Istokpoga Team Effort Accomplishing Management (TEAM) and other  
responsible entities regarding issues such as exotic plant management, aquatic habitat enhancement, water
 level regulation and lake restoration.The Lake Istokpoga Fish Management Area Agreement between the 
Highlands County BCC and the Fla. Game & Freshwater Fish Comm. Calls for the formation of a Lake Istokpoga 
Management Committee.  The committee will A address comprehensive lake management issues such as exotic 
 management, aquatic habitat enhancement, water level regulation and lake restoration.@ 

Member Organization Exp. Date
Stephen Klutey Angler - Hunter Community
Paul Gray Environmental Community
Jim Reed Lake Placid Community
Bill Dwinell Friends of Istokpoga
Gary Albin Lorida Community
Dick Reaney Highlands County Lakes Association 
Jack Richie Highlands County Homeowners Association
Ray Schirtz Fish Camp Owners
Joe Collins Range Agriculture
Paul Phypers Istokpoga Marsh Watershed

Ray Gaiefsky alternate - Friends of Istokpoga

Jeanne Porter alternate - Lorida Community

John Ruggerio alternate - Highlands County Lakes Association
LAW LIBRARY COMMITTEE

Member Organization Exp. Date
Linda Rodriguez Torrent Linda Rodriguez-Torrent, PA

Peter F. Estrada Circuit Judge

C. Parke Sutherland Taylor & Sutherland, P.A.

LOCAL MITIGATION STRATEGY WORKING GROUP 
As per ( Section 409 of Public Law 100-707 (The Stafford Act)) To develop policies and procedures 
that will permanently reduce the risk of future losses.  It serves as a bridge between local growth and emergency 
plans, land development regulations, building codes and other ordinances



No expiration of terms - appointed by local governments.

Member Organization Exp. Date Email
jackrichie@comcast.net

Scott Canaday, v-chair Highlands County Dec-2011 scanadays@hceoc.org
Michael Wright Sun 'N Lake of Sebring Improvement Dec-2011 cshrum@springlakefl.com
Keith Loweke South Florida Community College Keith.Loweke@southflorida.edu
Rob Miller City of Sebring robmiller@mysebring.com
Representative City of Avon Park cbshirey@avonpark.cc
Jim Fulton Town of Lake Placid Jim_Fulton@mylakeplacid.org
Gary Ritter South Florida Water Management District gritter@sfwmd.gov
Bill Trucano Orange Blossom Baptist Association wtrucanojr@yahoo.com
Rodney Hollinger Highlands County School Board hollingr@highlands.k12.fl.us
Clay Shrum Spring Lake Improvement District cshrum@springlakefl.com
Mike Winningham Sebring Airport Authority mike@sebring-airport.com
Melissa Yunas Florida Division of Forestry yunasm@doacs.state.fl.us

NATURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
NRAC's mission shall be to provide advice to the Board of County Commissioners regarding natural resource and environmental
 issues which  affect the implementation and amendment of the Highlands County Comprehensive Plan. 
Natural resources include but are not limited to: soil and minerals, air, surface and groundwater and species and natural communities.

Member SLOT Exp. Date
Curtis DeYoung Chairman 10.1.2010
Jimmy Wohl Vice Chair 10.1.2011
Sarah Childs 10.1.2009
Dr. Reed Bowman 10.1.2011
Hilary Swain 10.1.2009
Torsten Rothman 10.1.2012
Michelle Tauchen 10.1.2011
Mike McMillian 10.1.2010
VACANT
VACANT
VACANT
PLACID UTILITIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Member Organization Exp. Date
Lois Krebs Res 9/1/2010
Shelagh Byatt Comm 8/2/2011
Richard Baker Res 8/2/2011
Mary Morgan Res 8/1/2011



VACANT Res or Comm
VACANT Alternate
VACANT Alternate

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION/LOCAL PLANNING AGENCY 
As per (Section 12-54 Highlands County Code of Ordinances) Shall serve in an advisory capacity to the county 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENTS As per (Section 12-41 Highlands County Code of Ordinances)  
To hear and decide appeals where it is alleged there is error in any order, requirements, decision
or determination made by the enforcing official.  Terms are 4 years

Member Organization Exp. Date
James Brooks 4/20/2014
Lew Carter c/o Polston Engineering 12/18/2010
Rick Ingler 4/20/2014
Robert Puzey 4/20/2014
Douglas A. Walz 12/18/2010
David Travers 12/18/2010
James J. DiNapoli 4/20/2014
William D. Bennett 4/20/2014

P.R.I.D.E. COMMITTEE PANEL MEMBERS

Member Organization Exp. Date
Lester Roberts NAACP
Jim Hengy Great Altantic & Pacific T-Shirt Co
Lynn Latham
Jean Laperriere
Vacant

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES ACQUISITION COMMITTEE 
As per (FS 287.055) Professional services means those services within the scope of the practice of architecture
, professional engineering, landscape architecture, or registered surveying and mapping, as defined by the laws 
of the state, or those performed by any architect, professional engineer, landscape architect, or registered surveyor and 
mapper in connection with his or her professional employment or practice.

Member Organization Exp. Date
Gerald (Jed) Secory HCBCC - Purch Policies N/A
Ramon Gavarrete HCBCC Engineering
George VonDrak



Ken Wheeler Solid Waste
John Clark
Rick Helms Assistant County Administrator
Tanya Canady Wicks Brown Williams

RECREATION AND PARKS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Member Organization Exp. Date
Tim Devlin AP 2/1/2011
Clay Gooch AP 2/1/2011
John Komosa LP 7/9/2013
Jon Million LP 5/196/2012
John Shoop Sebring 5/7/2012
John Griffin Sebring 6/1/2011
Mike Martino YMCA 5/19/2011
Ned Hancock School Board 4/19/2011
Rick Hitt SFCC 5/15/2013
Merritt O'Brien HCBCC 9/12/2011
Lowell Ballas HCBCC 5/3/2013
Rob Livingston HCBCC 11/17/2012
Joe Collins HCBCC 5/3/2013
Comm. Carlson Board of County Commissioners
Terry Heston Alt. Avon Park 1/4/2012
Kim Crawford Alt. SFCC 5/15/2013
Dana March Alt. HCBCC 8/18/2012
John Holbrook Alt. Lake Placid 5/19/2012
Bud Whitlock Alt. Sebring 6/1/2011
TOURIST DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

Member Organization Exp. Date
Comm. Barbara Stewart    Board of County Commissioners 1/2/2011
Christine Hatfield Inn on the Lakes 5/2/2013
Tres Stevenson Sebring International Raceway 5/2/2011
Sandie Greensdale Home Town Travel 5/2/2010
Terry Heston City of Avon Park 5/2/2014
John Ruggiero Highlands County Lakes Association 5/2/2011
Reinhard Haubner Four Points by Sheraton 5/2/2013
Mark Stewart Kenilworth Lodge 5/2/2011
John Griffin Sebring City Council 5/2/2012
LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

Member Organization Exp. Date



Jim Polatty City of Sebring
Maria Sutherland Cityof Avon Park
Arlene Tuck Town of Lake Placid
Michael Willingham Sebring Airport Authority
Fred Jahna EDC/IDA
David Solomon Highlands County School Board
Glen Little South Florida Community College
Michael Wright Sun'n Lake of Sebring
Devon Donaldson BOCC District 1 Representative
Vacant BOCC District 2 Representative

Charlie Cullens BOCC District 3 Representative
Bill Dasher BOCC District 4 Representative
Vacant BOCC District 5 Representative
Curtis DeYoung Natural Resources Advisory Commission May, 2011
Vacant Planning and Zoning Commission
HIGHLANDS COUNTY VETERAN SERVICES ADVISORY BOARD
Voting Member Organization Exp. Date
Fred Arbelo Purple Heart 11/14/2012
Mike Basile Knights of Columbus 10/12/2013
Diane Hilliard Director, Sebring CBOC 4/12/2011
JP Plunket American Legion #25 9/9/2012
Harry Marsh, President American Legion #74 9/12/2012
Elizabeth Waddell, VP Highlands WAVE Unit 88 9/12/2012
Donald "Bud" Wallen ESGR 11/30/2013
Non-Voting Members:
Joseph A. Dionne CVSOA na
Mary M. Staik VSO Admin. Assist. na
 Veteran Liaison na
Ricky Helms Administration na
Denise Williams VSO  na

IMPACT FEE REVIEW COMMITTEE
Member Organization Exp. Date
Alan Wildstein Retail Business 2012 alan.wildstein@alanjay.com
James Clinard Banking/Heartland 2012 jclinard@heartlandnb.com
VACANT Homeowners Association 2012
Jean Warren Environmental Community 2012 jeankwarren@yahoo.com
Mike Secor Builders Association 2011 mike@trinitydevcorp.com
Chip Boring Real Estate Industry 2011 cboring@strato.net



Mike Averyt Public Education System 2011 averytm@highlands.k12.fl.us
Ray Royce Agricultural Industry 2011 rroyce@hccga.com
Scott Stanley Municipalities 2012 scotts@scostacorp.com
Shelagh Byatt Development Community 2011 shelagh@indigobuilders.com
Philip L. Hatfield Hospitality 2011 bmwca@aol.com
Greg Harris County Commissioner 2012 Rharris@hcbcc.org

Keep Highlands County Beautiful Inc - Board of Directors

Member Organization Exp. Date
Mark Delaney Wauchula State Bank n/a
John Griffin Griffin's Carpet Mart, Inc. n/a
Christy Reed Highlands County Recycling n/a
Michele Roberts Highlands County Sheriff Office n/a
Maria Sutherland City of Avon Park n/a
Thelma Pyle Chamber of Commerce n/a
Martile Blackman Blackman Properties LLC n/a
Ken Wheeler n/a
Jim Wheatley Choice Environmental Services Inc n/a

ENTERPRISE ZONE DEVELOPMENT AGENCY
David Greenslade AP Chamber of Commerce 2011
Tracy Young Workforce Board/Zone Bsn. 2012
Karen Stringfield Zone Resident 2013
Mike Willingham Enterprise Zone Business 2013
Ben Carter Workforce Board/Zone Church 2012
Barbara Walker Zone Resident 2011
April Hartseil Code Enforcement 2011
Maria Sutherland City of Avon Park 2015
Cindy Townsend Financial Institution 2012
Lisa Burley Local Law Enforcement 2014
Debra Worley Enterprise Zone Business 2014
John Hawthorne Non-Profit 2014
Vacant 2014
CHILDREN'S  SERVICES  COUNCIL

MEMBER REPRESENTS Term Exp.
Sara Carnes Dir. Of Nursing / Florida Hospital 2011 pebble1@embarqmail.com
Ashley Coone 2010 ascoone@eagle.fgcu.edu
Eddie Cuencas SFCC 2010 cuencase@southflorida.edu
Patty English HCSB teacher 2010 englishpatricia@hotmail.com
Marvin Haynes Avon Park Youth Academy Instructor 2011 haynesmarvin1961@hotmail.com



Anne Lindsey Baker Septic (Owner) 2013 lindsaya@embarqmail.com
Kathy Main HCSB School Social Worker 2010 maink@highlands.k12.fl.us
Darlene Phypers Happiness Farms (Owner) 2013 darlene@happinessfarms.com
Annette Yunck HRMC 2013 Annette.yunck1@hma.com
Karen Wright 2014 kmflorida1@yahoo.com


