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ADDITION OF SUBSECTION 110 “LOCAL PREFERENCE” 
 
110 Local Preference 
 110.10 Allowance of a Local Preference…………………………2.7 
 
110.10 Intent and Purpose 
The intent and purpose of the Highlands County Local Preference in Purchasing is to establish a written 
policy that allows the authorized purchasing authority of the County to give a preference to local 
businesses. 
 
110.20 Acknowledgements 
Any type of procurement done by the County staff to which the provisions of this subsection are being 
applied will contain a statement that a local preference will be used in the evaluation and award of that 
purchase.  
 
110.30 Preference in Bidding 
In purchasing, or contracting for procurement of, tangible personal property, materials, contractual 
services, and construction of improvements to real property or existing structures, the authorized 
purchasing authority of the County will give a preference to local businesses in making such purchases 
or awarding such contracts, in an amount of five (5) percent of the total purchase price under 
$250,000.00; four (4) percent from $250,000.00 to less than $1,000,000.00; three (3) percent from 
$1,000,000.00 to less than $2,000,000.00; and two (2) percent for purchases $2,000,000.00 and over 
with a maximum cost differential that shall not exceed $80,000.00. For purposes of this subsection “total 
purchase price” shall include the base bid and all alternatives or options to the base bid which are being 
awarded by the authorized purchasing authority of the County. 
 
110.40 Preference in (RFP) Requests for Proposals 
In purchasing, or contracting for procurement of, tangible personal property, materials, contractual 
services, and construction of improvements to real property or existing structures for which a request for 
proposals is developed with evaluation criteria, a local preference of not more than five (5) percent of 
the total score will be assigned for a local preference. Based upon analysis of the market place for each 
project, staff shall make a determination for inclusion of a local preference in the criteria for 
consideration for each request for proposal. 
 
110.50 Notice 
All procurement documents including but not limited to bid documents and request for proposal 
documents shall include a notice to vendors of the County’s Local Preference Policy. 
 
110.60 Local Business Definition 
For purposes of this subsection, "local business" shall mean a business which: 
(1)   Has had a fixed office or distribution point located in and having a street address within Highlands 
County for at least twelve (12) months immediately prior to the issuance of the request for quotations, 
competitive bids or request for proposals by the County; and 
(2)   Holds any business license required by the County, and/or, if applicable, the Municipalities; and 
(3)   Employs at least one full-time employee, or two part-time employees whose primary residence is in 
Highlands County, or, if the business has no employees, the business shall be at least fifty (50) percent 
owned by one or more persons whose primary residence is in Highlands County. 
 



 
110.65 Certification 
Any vendor claiming to be a local business as defined by Section 2.110.60 of this Manual, shall deliver 
a written certification to the County Purchasing Department. The certification shall certify that the 
business is a “local busincess” as that term is defined in Section 2.110.60 of this Manual, shall provide 
all necessary information establishing that fact, and shall be signed under penalties of perjury.  It is also 
the responsibility of any vendor claiming to be a local business, as defined by Section 2.110.60 of this 
Manual, to include a copy of its certification in its bid or proposal. The Purchasing Department shall be 
required to verify the accuracy of any such certifications when determining whether a vendor meets the 
definition of a "local business." 
 
110.70 Exceptions to Local Preference Policy 
(a) The procurement preference set forth in this policy shall not apply to any of the following purchases 
or contracts: 

(1) Goods or services provided under a cooperative purchasing agreement or interlocal 
agreement; 

(2) Contracts for professional services procurement of which is subject to the (CCNA) 
Consultants’ Competitive Negotiation Act or subject to any competitive consultant selection 
policy or procedure adopted by or utilized by the Board of County Commissioners; 

(3) Purchases or contracts which are funded, in whole or part, by a governmental entity and the 
laws, regulations, or policies governing such funding prohibit application of that preference; 

(4) Purchases made or contracts let under emergency or noncompetitive situations or for 
litigation related legal services. 

(b) Application of local preference to a particular purchase, contract, or category of contracts for which 
the Board of County Commissioners is the awarding authority may be waived upon written justification 
and recommendation by the County Administrator, Assistant County Administrator or General Services 
Purchasing Director. 
(c) The local preference established in this policy does not prohibit or lessen the right of the Board of 
County Commissioners and General Services Purchasing staff to compare quality or fitness for use of 
supplies, materials, equipment, and services proposed for purchase and to compare qualifications, 
character, responsibility, and fitness of all persons and entities submitting quotations, bids or proposals.  
(d) The local preference established in this policy does not prohibit the Board of County Commissioners 
from giving any other preference permitted by law, in addition to the local preference authorized in this 
policy. 
 
110.75 Application and Enforcement of Preference Policy 
(a) The local preference established in this policy shall apply to new quotations, contracts and 
procurements solicited after the effective date of this policy. 
(b) This policy shall be implemented in a fashion consistent with otherwise applicable County 
purchasing policies and procedures. 
 
110.80 Promulgation of Rules 
(a) The County Administrator, Assistant County Administrator, or General Services Purchasing Director 
are hereby authorized to adopt administrative rules supplemental to the provisions of this policy as 
deemed necessary and appropriate to implement the provisions of this policy. 
(b) The provisions of this policy and the rules adopted by the County Administrator, Assistant County 
Administrator, or General Services Purchasing Director shall be provided to potential bidders, vendors, 
and contractors to the widest extent practicable. 
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